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Uncertain times
Many of you will by now have seen the Government's proposals on academies and school
funding. I think it's right to spend a few moments thinking about the implications of
these announcements for our school.
We are not an academy. We have a long and proud history- an independent minded
school maintained by the local authority and proudly part of the Diocese of London's
family of schools. We actually have a great deal of independence and autonomy at the
moment. We employ our own staff, we train teachers, we run a children's centre and enter
into our own contracts with suppliers. We are free to innovate and experiment in our mission to provide an exceptional education to every child.
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Our autonomy has helped us to achieve great things. The school is consistently one of the
top schools in London for academic results as well as progress our pupils make. From
whatever background or context, children do exceptionally well. Our choirs, sports and
musical programme is among the best in the country and we are proud of the rounded
individuals that leave our school by the end of year 6.
Our success is due to the freedoms we already enjoy but also to the breadth and depth of
our partnerships. We are active in and well supported by the Diocese of London’s Board
for Schools. We still get a small grant each year from Sir John Cass's Foundation but our
most important partner is the City of London- our local authority. In my own view local
authorities do not hold back schools. Ours has been a close and wonderfully generous
partner for many years, supporting and challenging the school in equal measure.
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The announcement on academies came a week after details about proposals which in effect will reduce the amount of funding available to inner London primary schools. Indeed
we have already cut tens of thousands of pounds from our budget over the last 18
months.
These are uncertain times.
It would be wrong of me in this context to state a political opinion, but I do urge parents
to engage actively in the debate about academies and school funding as it will affect your
children greatly. Get in touch with our MP– Mark Field and share your view: http://
markfieldmp.com. You can take part in the consultation on funding for primary schools:
https://consult.education.gov.uk/funding-policy-unit/schools-national-funding-formula
Mr T Wilson|Headteacher
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What’s on?

Reports and Parent
Conferences
You will receive your
child’s spring term
report today.
Booking for Parent
Conferences is now
open. Conferences
will take place in the
first week back after
the Easter Holidays.
Please visit our website to make your
booking online.
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