Friday, 02 March 2018
Dear Parents and Carers,

Sir John Cass’s Foundation
Primary School
Headteacher: Mr T Wilson

PARENT GOVERNOR ELECTION
I am writing to inform you that there are two vacancies for the position of parent governor at Sir John
Cass’s Foundation Primary School and we are now seeking nominations for these voluntary posts.
If you are a parent of a child attending the school (or an adult with parental responsibility) you are able
to stand as a candidate. On the reverse of this letter are the eligibility criteria to stand as a parent
governor.
The governing body has an important role; it oversees, with the head teacher, the development of the
school in order to ensure that children have the best education possible while they are at the Sir John
Cass’s Foundation Primary School. It decides how the money is to be spent, agrees the aims and
school policies, makes plans for the future and ensures that decisions are followed through.
The governing body works as a team, in partnership with the head teacher and other stakeholders to
promote continuous improvement in the performance of the school. Meetings are held once a term and
most governors are also a member of one of two other committees which also meet termly, which
consider matters in more detail. Governors are expected to be active in school life, visiting the school
formally each term. More information about the role of a school governor can be found on the National
Governor Association website: https://www.nga.org.uk/Be-a-Governor/Be-a-Governor.aspx
If you would like to nominate yourself please fill in the enclosed nomination form or download here:
www.sirjohncassprimary.org/governance.html . Please also submit a brief personal statement of no
more than 300 words. You can drop this off in the office or email: office@sirjohncassprimary.org
Those parents who have already served as Governors may choose to seek re-election provided they
still have a child or children attending the school.
The nomination form should be returned to the school office by Friday 16th March, 2018. If the number
of valid nominations is equal to or less than the number of vacancies, these parents will be declared as
parent Governors. If the nominations exceed the number of vacancies all parents will be given the
opportunity to vote in a secret ballot. Details of the election will be sent to you at the appropriate time, if
this is necessary.
If you require any further information please contact Matt Piper (Chair of Governors) or myself.
Yours sincerely,

Mr T Wilson | Headteacher
Sir John Cass's Foundation Primary School
St James's Passage, Duke's Place, London, EC3A 5DE
0207 283 1147
www.sirjohncassprimary.org

A voluntary aided Church of England primary school in the heart of the City of London

Who is eligible to stand as a parent governor or vote in a parent governor election?
The definition of “parent” includes:




“Parent” is defined for the purposes of the Constitution Regulations as including “any individual who has or has had
parental responsibility for, or cares or has cared for, a child or young person under the age of 18”. It includes a person who
the child lives with and who looks after the child, irrespective of what their relationship is with the child. The reference in
the definition must be to someone involved in the full-time care of the child on a settled basis.
More than one person may have parental responsibility for the same child at the same time, and a person does not cease
to have such responsibility solely because some other person subsequently also acquires it. Both parents have parental
responsibility if they were married to each other at the time of the child’s birth, although they may have since separated or
divorced. If the child’s parents were not married at the time of the birth, the mother has parental responsibility for the child
and the father is able to acquire parental responsibility for the child if he:
o marries the mother of the child;
o enters into a parental responsibility agreement with the mother;
o registers the child’s birth jointly with the mother (effective from 1 December 2003, but not retrospective);
o applies to the court for a parental responsibility order. Parental responsibility passes to the adopter when an
adoption order is made. Although a care order confers parental responsibility on the local authority, the local
authority will not be treated as a parent for certain purposes under the Education Acts.

In the case of maintained nursery schools, any parent (or carer) of a child who is making use of the service provided by the nursery
is eligible to stand for election for parent governorship at the school.
Any parent who is an elected member of a local authority or is paid to work at the school for more than 500 hours in the academic
year, is ineligible to stand for election as parent governor at the school. However, they may vote in an election.
Other reasons why parents may not be eligible to stand as a governor
1.
2.
3.

A governor must be aged 18 or over at the time of their election or appointment and cannot be a registered pupil at the
school.
A person cannot hold more than one governorship at the same school.
A person is disqualified from holding or from continuing to hold office as a governor if he or she:
a. fails to attend the governing body meetings – without the consent of the governing body – for a continuous period
of six months, beginning with the date of the first meeting missed (not applicable to ex officio governors);
b. is subject to a bankruptcy restrictions order, an interim bankruptcy restrictions order, a debt relief restrictions
order or an interim debt relief restrictions order;
c. has had their estate sequestrated and the sequestration order has not been discharged, annulled or reduced;
d. is subject to:
i. a disqualification order or disqualification undertaking under the Company Directors Act 1986
ii. a disqualification order under Part 2 of the Companies (Northern Ireland) Order 1989
iii. a disqualification undertaking accepted under the Company Directors Disqualification (Northern Ireland)
Order 2002
iv. an order made under Section 492(2)(b) of the Insolvency Act 1986 (failure to pay under a County Court
administration order);
e. has been removed from the office of charity trustee or trustee for a charity by the Charity Commissioners or High
Court on grounds of any misconduct or mismanagement, or under Section 34 of the Charities and Trustees
Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 from participating in the management or control of any body;
f. is included in the list of people considered by the Secretary of State as unsuitable to work with children;
g. is disqualified from working with children or subject to a direction under Section 142 of the Education Act 2002;
h. is disqualified from registration for childminding or providing day care;
i. is disqualified from registration under Part 3 of the Childcare Act 2006;
j. has received a sentence of imprisonment (whether suspended or not) for a period of not less than three months
(without the option of a fine) in the five years before becoming a governor or since becoming a governor;
k. has received a prison sentence of two-and-a-half years or more in the 20 years before becoming a governor;
l. has at any time received a prison sentence of five years or more;
m. has been fined for causing a nuisance or disturbance on school premises during the five years prior to or since
appointment or election as a governor;
n. refuses to allow an application to the Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) for a DBS check.

